Table 2: State-by-State CCDF Rules and Guidelines?
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1 A note on research sources: All state student eligibility rules were gathered from the 2022-24 CCDF State Plans, unless noted otherwise. If you are interested in more

information about a specific source, feel free to contact the report authors.
2 Alaska’s manual specifies that the monthly maximum allowable coverage for educational activities is a full time month regardless of education activities. Study time was also

found in the manual.
3 More time (up to 1.5 hours) may be allowed for parents who travel more than 30 miles to their activity or utilizes public transportation.


https://dhss.alaska.gov/dpa/Documents/dpa/programs/ccare/Documents/Manuals-Brochures/Child-Care-Assistance-Program-Policies-and-Procedures.pdf
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4 Education and training, including college or trade/vocational activities, are allowed as long as the parent is working a monthly average of 20 hours a week.

5 If a student participates in study groups, lab experience, outside class study or homework, these hours may be included in the number of child care assistance; parents are

authorized up to 50 hours of child care assistance per week.
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6 Countable education includes postsecondary education leading to a degree or certification. A parent must also be participating in a SNAP E&T program or TANF E&T program.
7 A student attending 20 hours per week is eligible. Additionally, a student can be enrolled in a full-time undergraduate program (min 12 credit hours); or enrolled in a part-time

undergraduate program and employed to meet the hour requirement. When determining participation hours, one credit hour equals one hour countable towards the
requirement.
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8 Two-parent families must complete at least 40 hours a week. The hours of child care depend on a parent’s participation in their educational activities. Additionally, some TANF

recipients may not be subject to the 20 hour requirement.

9 Associate degrees allowed include Associate of Arts and Associate of Science; Bachelor degrees allowed include Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science programs.
10 parents 21 years or older must meet a weekly 24-hour requirement with a combination of employment or full time or part time education. Parents under 20 years of age are
not subject to the 24-hour requirement. For more information, the state manual is also a great resource: https://caps.decal.ga.gov/assets/downloads/CAPS/0-CAPS Policy-

Manual.pdf

11 The associate and bachelor’s degree programs must be part of a HOPE eligible institution.
12 Travel time is included when determining the hourly range of need for care; they specify 86 or more hours per month for full time care or 1-85 hours per month for part time

care.

13 To receive child care benefits for advanced degrees, they must be paired with a qualifying activity.



https://caps.decal.ga.gov/assets/downloads/CAPS/0-CAPS_Policy-Manual.pdf
https://caps.decal.ga.gov/assets/downloads/CAPS/0-CAPS_Policy-Manual.pdf
https://caps.decal.ga.gov/assets/downloads/CAPS/0-CAPS_Policy-Manual.pdf
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14 There is no minimum hour requirement for work, which could also apply to the education component. State plan does not specify.
15 When determining the time limit, a fiscal month will be used rather than a calendar month, so the time limit begins at the start of classes. High School education, GED, or ESL
does not count towards the time limit.
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16 The occupation must be listed in the Occupational Outlook Handbook and must be skill specific or create greater earning potential. Occupations that do not must receive an

approval.

17 The 20-hour requirement can be a result of education and job training with a combination of work hours. Work may include unpaid work in regard to a higher education
activity or work-study. For two-parent households, a minimum of 40 hours per week (one of those parents not working less than 5 hours).
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18 Full-time will be considered as 12 credit hours or more; part-time will be considered as 12 credit hours or less and the credit hours will be multiplied by 2.5 to establish child
care needs. Similarly, participating for 30 or more hours per week in an activity is considered a full-time service need, whereas participating for at least 20 hours is considered a

part-time service need. Work-study required practical and clinical experiences (including student teaching or internships) are counted as hours of employment.

19 parents must be meeting a minimum of 20 hours requirement and be the one to take the child to and from child care for travel time to qualify.
20 Under the working component, Michigan does not require a minimum number of hours per week, which could be applicable for the education component as well. State plan

is not explicit.

21 Additional travel time can be requested, and they also allow time for meals or breaks.
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22 Non-TANF parents can pursue educational programs, including remedial or basic education or ESL and a program leading to a Bachelor’s degree. For TANF parents, they can

participate in education and job training programs that are approved within their TANF Employment Plan.

23 |f a parent is enrolled full-time (12 hours or more), child care is automatically authorized for up to 23 full-time units. If a parent is attending evening classes, care will be
authorized for evenings and weekends. Additionally, child care can continue if travel time prevents parents from returning to activity in a timely manner. For more information

on child care hours, see state plan.
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24 A single parent attending school or a training program full-time meets the activity requirements. However, a single parent attending part-time must work for a minimum of 40
hours per month. For two parents, they must work a minimum of 120 hours per month with either/or both parents working, attending school or a training program, unless they
are both full-time in an education or training program.

25 This only applied to parents in an accredited community college, college, or university program. Parents in “job training programs” (vocational school, GED preparation, or an
employment preparation program) must meet 20 hours a week without compensation; if they receive compensation, it is considered a “working” component.

26 Non-TANF parents can only pursue a degree up to an associate degree level. TANF parents who are not receiving NHEP, can pursue an associate and bachelor’s degree.
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27 parents must be enrolled full-time for a total of at least 12 credits hours (9 credit hours during the summer term) at a college, university, or other education facility.

28 parents will get reimbursed for as little as 5 hours or less per week.
2% To pursue an associate or bachelor’s degree, a participant must meet the following: participate in non-subsidized employment for at least 17 % hours per week, demonstrate

the program will lead to improved earning and demonstrate they can successfully complete the program.
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30 Education hours are determined by multiplying the number of enrolled credit hours by 2 or actual hours of attendance when the program is not based on credit hours.

31 Child care may be allowable past 24 hours when need is shown through their hours of employment, training, or education.

32 programs must qualify for federal financial aid from the U.S. Department of Education or other federal or state education funds. This applies for Non-TANF participants. TANF
participants are allowed any activity approved in their TANF Work Plan.
33 Travel time is included when calculating child care, as well as actual classroom attendance and any other activities required to maintain a course or scholarship. Additionally,
for working parents, sleep time is also considered employment if the parent works nights and has an alternative care provider during work hours and needs child care to sleep

during the day.
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34 Teen parents do not have a work requirement and qualify on education alone. The parent must have been eligible for ERDC child care assistance based on their employment
activity; working parents receive a max of 20 hours a week for class time. Education hours cannot exceed the approved work hour or a combined total of 50 authorized hours
per week or 215 per month (20 hours of work, 20 hours of school and 10 for travel).
35 All non-TANF participants must meet a total of 20 hours of work a week, however, education or a training program can qualify for 10 of those hours. TANF participant
eligibility and requirements are determined by the agent or caseworker who determined their TANF benefits. This does not apply to teen parents.
36 For income eligible families (below 180% of the federal poverty level), they must participate for at least 20 hours a week in training programs (including internships, on-the-job
training job readiness programs) funded by the Governor's Workforce Board or state agencies as part of the coordinated program system. State plan does not mention specific
postsecondary education programs. For categorical eligible families, they are authorized to receive services if they participate in the education and training component,
approved by their TANF Employment Plan.
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37 TANF participants may not need to meet the 15-hour requirement.
38 This is for non-TANF families. They can also meet this requirement by combining work and school hours for a total of at least 80 hours a month. TANF families also qualify for
child care assistance but must meet requirements set by their TANF Employment Plan.
39 Parents with school aged children have their supplemental hours calculated at 30% of a parent's total weekly hours (employment, training, or school) and are allowed 35
hours/month of vacation/in-service hours.
40 |f enrolled part-time, participants must also be employed and meet a combined 30 hours per week. This pertains to non-TANF child care. In two-parent households, one
parent must be working for 30 hours a week, while the other attends school full-time or part-time. If both enrolled in school, one must be attending full-time. For TANF

participants receiving cash assistance, any TANF-countable activity qualifies as work, but they must meet the 30-hour activity requirement.

41 Participants pursuing a graduate program may count 6 hours towards the work requirement and may add up to 2 hours of study time for a total of 8 hours towards the work

requirement.
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42 The hour requirements could be in combination of work, job training, or educational activities for a one-parent household and 50 hours per week for a two-parent household.
Each credit hour course counts as 3 hours of activity per week. State plan states this is for at-risk and former Choices child care.
43 Texas considers education to be defined to include a postsecondary degree from an institution of higher education. Verified with a local state office that this includes up to a

graduate degree.

44 In two-parent households, one parent must work an average of 15 hours per week, while the other works an average of 30 hours a week.
45 Each class credit is worth one hour of child care. A participant can participate in an education program that will most likely lead to employment within one year of program

completion.
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full-time or “satisfactory
combined o progress as
. state specifies “colleges and .
o part-time o ) verified by at )
West Virginia yes universities”, but does not specify not considered
school and dearee program leasta 2.0
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46 Education activities must correlate to a participant’s employment goals. A full day of care up to 12 hours may be authorized for each class day for parents.
47 Non-TANF or non-BFET families must be enrolled full-time in a community college, technical college, or tribal college. Enrolled in university programs not allowed. Part-time
enrollment is acceptable for vocational education, adult basic education, and ESL, but must be in combination with a minimum of 20 hours per week or a minimum of 16 hours

per week in state or federal work-study.

48 The job training component allows participants to attend technical college or other courses of study. The state plan does mention any other postsecondary institutions as an
allowable activity. Participation in Wisconsin’s W-2 TANF program or the FoodShare Employment and Training program is also allowed.
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49 Information taken from the child care subsidy manual, as a state plan could not be identified. Manual does not include information on activity requirements.
https://dfs.wyo.gov/about/policy-manuals/child-care-subsidy-policy-manual/

50 For a parent to pursue a postsecondary degree, they cannot exceed the following time limitations: 3 years for an associate degree and 6 years for a baccalaureate degree (only

applies when they were not working an average of less than 30 hours per week while attending class). If employed more than 30 hours per week, the time limit extends to 5
years for an associate and 8 years for a baccalaureate degree.
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